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Hazel and Judith’s Report covered most of the District Council news, so just a few items: 
 
Settled Status 
A reminder to EU citizens that – thanks to Brexit – you need to apply for Settled Status. This has to be 
done online: but the required documentation must first be scanned via a Home Office app downloaded 
onto an Android device with specified features. No-one has explained how to do that if you have an 
iPhone but it seems that Android users say that it is nearly impossible to do anyway. 
The deadline for applying will be 30 June 2021, or 31 December 2020 if the UK leaves the EU without a 
deal. The test phase of the scheme is open now - you can apply if you're eligible. If you apply before you 
have 5 years' 'continuous residence', you'll usually get pre-settled status rather than settled status. 
 
Being green to our core 
South Cambs has installed a large array of solar photo voltaic panels on the roof of the waste 
management depot at Waterbeach. The money to do this has come from a fund resulting from the 
business rates from the large number of solar farms in the district. This initiative will generate income for 
the council which it can invest in other green enterprises and the solar panels will generate around a 
quarter of all the electricity the building uses. It will deliver clean, renewable energy, reduce costs and cut 
carbon emissions. It follows on from a recent Council commitment to work towards the ambitious target 
of making South Cambridgeshire carbon-neutral by 2050, and a purge on single-use plastics at the 
authority. 

 
Building Control 
South Cambs has seen huge improvements in its Building Control Service with greatly increased customer 
satisfaction and consequently a larger share of the market.  If you are building a house or factory you will 
require the services of building control. Please consider using the Council’s service rather than a private 
contractor. They can be contacted here: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/building-control/ 
 
…and a late addition to my County Report 
Ofsted of CCC’s Children’s Services 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s Children’s Services has recently been assessed by Ofsted. Sadly, Ofsted 
have downgraded the council’s children’s services from ‘good’ (in 2014), to ‘requires improvement’ less 
than five years later.  This is not a ‘vote of confidence’ in the quality of Children’s Services in 
Cambridgeshire (as described by the County’s own press release) but a clear sign that the quality of 
children’s services has moved in the wrong direction in recent years. 
It is hardly surprising, since there have been cuts to early help services across the county, the number of 
children’s centres has almost halved, almost all the locality teams have been removed and the number of 
children coming into care in Cambridgeshire has continued to rise. This figure is now significantly above 
the national average, whereas a few years ago it was significantly below. Our social care staff are 
immensely committed and professional but the service is under huge pressure and the Ofsted report 
makes clear that social worker caseloads are far too high. Just one quote from the Ofsted report that did 
not make it into the County Council press release:  
“The most significant challenge to the local authority’s ability to provide consistently good services to 
children, young people and their families has been, and continues to be, the size of caseloads. These are 
too high for most social workers and unsustainable in some teams. The impact of this is that, too often, 
social workers and frontline managers have had to focus on the most urgent and important work to 
secure children’s immediate safety, without sufficient capacity for the follow-up work needed to sustain 
change within families or to ensure that children in care have permanent homes as soon as possible.” 
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